
 

 

Guidelines for Contributors  

Social Policy Worldwide is a forum for information, exchange, and public debate on social policy, 

inequalities, and social cohesion.  

We seek to foster global conversations and inter-regional dialogue among researchers, practitioners, 

and audiences interested in social issues. Articles are disseminated across our community of experts, 

researchers, and practitioners of global social policy. We also seek to position the views of 

international social policy experts in public debate on current and urgent issues.  

We look for original, engaging short essays that showcase new research or findings, reflect on 

contemporary debates, and introduce critical analyses of pressing social issues. We welcome 

contributions that focus on one country or area, or that draw comparisons across countries and 

regions.  

 

Format 

Articles should aim for up to 1,200 words and can include one copyright-free graphic or table. They 

can include subheadings or section subtitles.  

Symposium pieces belong to a series around a specific topic. They must be shorter than 800 words 

and are drafted as responses or exchanges, actively engaging with previous pieces in the series. They 

can be invited or proposed by potential contributors.  

Both types of entries should present and discuss one central argument and avoid scientific jargon. If 

you use field-specific language, make sure to explain its meaning in the text. Please strive for clarity, 

avoid long or complex sentences, and state your arguments in simple and compelling words – this is 

the best way to reach your readers. 

References should be used to support factual information or to point to additional sources that 

expand on a specific point or argument. Their goal should be to allow the reader to reconstruct your 

argument or to be able to read more on a particular issue, if desired. Please cite your references 

through parenthetical citations and include a hyperlink to the cited reference. Footnotes are not 

accepted. Please feel free to cite academic research, but also reports, news outlets, and other trusted 

sources of information.  

Articles based on the author’s own research should include an explicit reference to the original data 

source and arguments.  

http://socialpolicyworldwide.org/


Editing and Publishing Process 

Please submit your contribution in one Word or .odt file, without formatting, including one title of 

max. 10 words and an abstract of max. 30 words. In the following page, include your name as you wish 

it to appear on the website and a bio of max. 50 words in the same document.   

If available, please include also the URL to your personal website or online profile, and your personal 

Twitter handle. If you want your institution(s) tagged in the Twitter posts promoting your blog entry, 

please also include their hands. In the same email, please attach also one press photograph with 

copyright information. 

Please submit all files in one email to 

editorialstaff [at] socialpolicyworldwide.org  

All contributions are screened for pertinence, style, and structure. They might be subject to 

copyediting for style, format, and standardized language if needed, without altering the 

argumentative structure of the text. Blog articles might be submitted for external review and fact-

checking. 

Proposed changes will be submitted with an estimated turnaround of 10 days with a proposed date 

for publication and a Contributor Agreement. Authors should aim to complete revisions and 

resubmit within 10 days. 

All content published in our website is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons License 

Attribution-ShareAlike CC BY-SA 4.0 International. Copyright of the text remains with the original 

authors, who might use the text as desired, but should include a reference to the original blog 

publication in future iterations. 

 

Contact Information 

Social Policy Worldwide is a blog of the SOCIUM Research Center Inequality and Social Policy at the 

University of Bremen. Responsible person(s) in the sense of § 55 II of Germany’s State Regulation for 

Broadcasting and Telemedia (Rundfunkstaatsvertrag - RStV -): Frank Nullmeier 

Our editorial address is 

University of Bremen – SOCIUM  

Mary Somerville St. 5 
28359 Bremen 

For any inquiries, please don’t hesitate to contact us at  

editorialstaff [at] socialpolicyworldwide.org  

Or by phone at 

+49 (0) 421 218 58 573 


